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SUBJ: TUNA FISHING OFF ECUADOR 

IN RECENT AND SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS WITH CONGEN, MANAGERS OF 
U.S. TUNA COMPANIES WITH OPERATIONS IN MANTA (DEL MONTE AND INEPACA) 
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT BOUNTIFUL CATCH NOW BEING TAKEN OFF ECUADOR. 
INEPACA MANAGER SAID HIS BOATS BRING IN ALMOST TOO MUCH FISH; DEL 
MONTE MANAGER STATED HE HAD NEVER SEEN FISHING SO GOOD. BOTH 
STATED THEIR BELIEF THAT U.S. FLAG VESSELS PLANNING FISH IN 
ECUADOREAN-CLAIMED WATERS WOULD PURCHASE LICENSES BECAUSE OF 
POTENTIAL SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR CAPUTRED BOATS SEIZED UNDER PROVIS- 
IONS OF NEW FISH LAW. 
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